
Oversubscription Criteria 

Where there are more requests for places than those available, the following oversubscription 

criteria will be used to allocate places, strictly in order of priority:  

 Children who are 'looked after' or a child who was previously looked after but immediately 

after being looked after became subject to an adoption, child arrangements, or special 

guardianship order*.  

 

 A looked after child is a child who is, at the time of making an application to a school, (a) in 

the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority 

in the exercise of their social services functions (see the definition in section 22(1) of the 

Children Act 1989).  

 

 Medical reasons Children with very exceptional medical factors directly related to school 

placement (see page 8).  

 

 Sibling links Children who have a sibling already attending the school and who is expected to 

be on roll at the school at the time of admission.  

 

 Distance Children who live nearest the preferred school/academy measured by the shortest 

walking route. This will be based on the child's address.  

 

 Where the last place to be allocated would mean that a multiple birth sibling group i.e. 

twins, triplets or other multiple birth sibling groups, would be split, the sibling group will be 

given priority over other children. Otherwise, if only one final place can be offered and two 

applicants live equidistant from the school, the LA's system of random allocation will apply.  

 

 An adoption order is an order under section 12 of the Adoption Act 1972 or section 46 of the 

Adoption and Children Act 2002. A child arrangements order is an order settling the 

arrangements to be made as to the person with whom the child is to live under section 14 of 

the Children and Families Act 2014. Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 defines a 'special 

guardianship order' as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child's special 

guardian (or special guardians). 

 

 Sibling is defined as children who live as brother or sister in the same house, including 

natural brothers or sisters, half brothers or sisters, adopted brothers or sisters, step brothers 

or sisters and children of the parent/carer's partner. 

 


